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    Message from Administration:

It is hard to believe that we are nearing the end of September already. The first weeks of school have proven to be days of relationship building, learning and strengthening our school community. We would like to thank families for sending us their best each and every day. Additionally, thank you to the families that joined us for our annual Curriculum Night.
  
October will present itself in various forms of weather. Please ensure that students are dressed for our ever-changing weather as the Fall season hits full stride.  You may want to think about ensuring that the sweaters, coats, hats and maybe mittens or gloves are at the ready and in the backpacks to wear if needed (labeling is always helpful).

We are working as a staff to have dismissal run as smoothly as possible and to do so, if there is a change to the end of the day routine, we are asking that these changes be made no later than 1:00 PM.  We do realize that life happens and while we do plan, plans sometimes have to change. However, if we strive for this target, it should help make dismissal more efficient.  [image: ]

      Quick Notes:
· Grade sixes will be writing the Provincial Assessments on October 2 and 3 for literacy and October 9 and 16 for mathematics. Remind students to get plenty of rest and to put forth their best efforts!
· Parents and Guardians are reminded that the HRCE has moved to an electronic update of the student registration form this year.  An email was sent in late September to all parents and guardians regarding this. The email address to which you receive student report cards is the one that was used for this purpose. Please update as you are able. These updates are due October 14th.
· Fluoride Consent Forms are due to the office October 9 (date for treatment is October 28).[image: ][image: ]
      Toys From Home

As a support to students and to avoid any unnecessary upset, we are asking students not to bring personal toys and such to school. It is not uncommon for these precious items to be lost or broken. Staff can not reasonably supervise or manage toys, as I am sure you will agree. Beyond this, we have students at various levels of learning and understanding the nuances of sharing and personal boundaries. Keeping toys at home will assist in maintaining a safe and welcoming playground environment and perhaps encourage imaginative play.
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      School Calendar

· October is Mi’kmaq History Month 
· October 1: Treaty Day 
· October 4: National Day of Action for Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls 
· October 4 - Bus Evacuation.
· October 9 - Picture Day. Wear your best smile!
· October 11: Professional Learning Day (no classes for PP-12) 
· October 14: Thanksgiving (no classes for PP-12) 
· October 25: NSTU Conference Day (no classes for PP-12) 
October 31: Diwali  
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	School Bus Safety Week 

Did you know that more than 30,000 HRCE students ride the school bus every day? 

School Bus Safety Week is a great time to remind students, families and schools of a few daily safety tips that everyone can follow to ensure all students get to school safely. 

Bus Stop Safety 
· Be on time for the bus and please don’t run to/from the bus. 
· Stand back off the road and don't push or shove when waiting at a stop. 
· Always cross in front of the bus. Walk three metres (10 feet) in front of the bus to a point where you can see the driver and wait for the driver's signal to cross. Proceed to the centre of the road, STOP, LOOK & LISTEN and cross the road when it is safe. 
· Never crawl under a school bus or cross the road behind the bus. 
· Know the danger zones around the bus. 

School Bus Safety 
· Please respect and listen to the driver and avoid distracting them. 
· Please keep noise levels to a minimum. 
· Do not stand or move seats while the bus is in motion. 
· Never put your hands, arms, feet or head out of the bus window. 
· Ask the driver for permission before you open the bus windows. 
· Do not throw anything inside the bus or out of the windows. 
· Keep the aisle clear at all times when the bus is in motion. 
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	SchoolsPlus is a confidential, free service available in every school in Nova Scotia. Our goal is to build positive relationships between families, schools, and communities. We can help families navigate complicated situations when they are involved with many different services. This helps ensure everyone is communicating clearly and working on shared goals. SchoolsPlus can also help connect families to community resources and offers mental health support in schools. Contact the SchoolsPlus Facilitator for your school to make a referral. You can find additional information here. 
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    Safe Arrival

PowerSchool Parent/Student Portal - Parents/guardians can log in to https://sishrsb.ednet.ns.ca/public/ to access the SchoolMessenger website to report future absences. 
SchoolMessenger App - Parents/guardians can download the SchoolMessenger app for Android and iOS devices and use their username and password for the PowerSchool Portal.
Toll-Free Number - Parents/guardians can call 1-833-582-6940 to report future absences using an automated system.
All three methods are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Absences can be reported at any time before the start of school on the day the student will be absent.  Up to five consecutive absences can be recorded at once.
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     Student Safety 

 Fire Drill/Lockdowns/Hold and Secure - Our first drills were held in September. We are incredibly proud of the skills and safety shown by the entire school community. Students, new and old, were able to quickly and efficiently exit the building for the Fire Drill, secured themselves in various learning environments during our Hold and Secure and remained quiet and calm in our Lockdown Drills.

Thank you,

Troy Smith – Principal
Craig Ashley – Vice Principal


“Small School, Big Spirit!”
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SchoolsPlus is a confidential, free
service available in every school in
Nova Scotia. Our goal is to build
positive relationships between
families, schools, and communities.
We can help families navigate
complicated situations when they are
involved with many different services.

Phone: 902-464-2041
Emuail: schoolsplus@hrce.ca
Twitter: @HRCESchoolsPlus





